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Analysis of artistic features of boy pattern in contemporary Han folk costumes
LIANG Hui’e'* WU Yue'
( La. School of Textiles and Clothing; 1b. Jiangsu Research Center for Intangible Cultural Heritage Jiangnan University Wuxi 214122
China; 2. Master Studio Wuxi Institute of Arts & Technology Wuxi 214206 China)

Abstract: Boy pattern is one of the popular traditional patterns. It is an art in life and is culturally interesting in folk
customs in China. Based on case study of 33 pieces of contemporary Han folk clothes and accessories in the period of
the Republic of China collected in the Folk Costumes Museum of Jiangnan University this study aims to clarify the
concept of boy patterns summarize styling techniques compositional forms and color characteristics of boy patterns
and analyze artistic and cultural connotation of boy patterns in combination with examples. Study shows that boy
patterns are rich in content and distinctive in artistic characteristics bear people” s emotion of “having many sons and
grandsons” as a cultural symbol and decorative carrier and expresses good wishes of “blessing and courting fame ”
and “courting joy” Tt is pointed out that a correct and profound understanding of boy patterns helps to provide rich
pattern materials and cultural connotation for modern art design.
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Tab.1 Summary of boy patterns in contemporary Han folk costumes
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Tab.2 Analysis of model and composition of boy patterns in contemporary Han folk costumes
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Tab.3 Color analysis of boy patters in contemporary Han folk costumes
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Fig.1 Chinese traditional shoulder with fish passing through
5 1 the lotus bringing about boys
« ”» p ‘( e .A
« ” ‘,”; o b
~ 1“&.5_
N N 2 “ ”
° Fig.2 Chinese traditional bellyband with family growing
and prospering like spreading melonvines
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Fig.4 Bellyband with being expected to get promotion Fig.5 Female gown with a hundred boys
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Fig.6 Purse with a boy catching butterflies
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