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Aesthetic features and cultural implications of Hakka women’ s embroidery shoes
in Eastern Guangdong
HU Xiaoping LIN Huajuan
( School of Design South China University of Technology Guangzhou 510006 China)

Abstract: The embroidery shoes of Hakka women in eastern Guangdong area is a typical example of traditional Hakka
costume culture. The shoes not just continue the features of traditional Han embroidery shoes. Besides they have
been improved and innovated in the long-term migration life of Hakkas. The existing Hakka embroidered shoes in
eastern Guangdong were chosen as the object of study. The historical origin practical functions aesthetic features
and folk cultural implications were analyzed based on their shapes techniques colors and patterns from the ethic
aesthetic and emotional perspectives. The study showed that: the embroidery shoes of Hakka women indicates that
Hakkas were less constrained by the feudal etiquette system; the embroidery shoes stress the unity of practical
function and formal beauty and Hakkas have embedded their sincere feelings into the shoes; the shoes embodies
Hakkas’ customs and codes of conduct.
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Tab.1 The types of embroidery shoes of Hakka women in eastern Guangdong area
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Fig.3 Embroidery shoes with raised heads and
unstitched uppers
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Fig.1 The embroidery shoes with leather soles
5 “ ” ( 2) .
4
2 Fig.4 Embroidery slippers
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Fig.5 Embroidery fabric beads slippers °
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