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Sericulture policies from the perspective of the purpose of silks in Tang dynasty
LIU Fang' SONG Chao® ZHANG Jiangin® HUANG Shirui*
(1. School of Marxism Studies Shan Dong University of Technology Zibo 255000 China; 2. Research Institute for History
of Science and Technology Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology Nanjing 210044  China;
3. School of Marxism Studies Jiaxing University Jiaxing 314001 China; 4. School of Public Administration
South China Normal University Guangzhou 510006 China)

Abstract: Silk fabric was an important handicraft in the Tang dynasty and played a great role in economy trade
policies and social life. The demand for silk fabrics was very huge in the Tang dynasty. Thus silk fabrics received
great attention of governors. Silkworm and mulberry were the basic materials of silk goods. Therefore it was
necessary to strengthen the regulation of silkworm and mulberry production. This paper analyzes many relevant
historical materials about sericulture policies in Tang dynasty. It is believed that imperial edicts were the highest
authority to encourage sericulture. Political and legal measures were the basic basis to protect sericulture and local
officials were the main power to implement the political and legal measures. The policies of developing sericulture in
Tang dynasty were the important guarantees to meet the demand for silk fabric in economy trade politics social and
cultural life and so on. The ideas of developing sericulture and the political and legal measures were the important
reasons for flourished sericulture in the Tang dynasty.

Key words: silk fabric; purpose; Tang dynasty; silkworm and mulberry; policy
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